Press Release
U.S. Assistant Secretary for Fossil Energy to speak in Athens
Athens, Ohio (Sept 21, 2010) – The  Athens community will welcome United States Department of Energy Assistant Secretary for Fossil Energy, Dr. James Markowsky, as keynote speaker at the Advanced Energy conference held at Ohio University’s Walter Hall on October 18 and 19.
Sponsored by TechGROWTH Ohio, the Advanced Energy event will bring together energy innovators and investors to explore potential business opportunities. The two-day seminar, a thorough exploration of topics related to the burgeoning business of alternative energy, will feature a keynote address by Dr. Markowsky, a government official and long-time professional in the energy field. Dr. Markowsky will be joined by Congressman Charlie Wilson, of the Sixth Congressional District of Ohio, a keynote speaker for previous Advanced Energy events. Professionals from the energy business will hold panels on topics ranging from the impact of recent federal and state policy changes to protection of intellectual property during the commercialization process.
 Serving as the Assistant Secretary for Fossil Energy, Dr. Markowsky provides the Energy Secretary and department with policy advice on all issues related to federal coal, oil and natural gas programs. He manages the nation’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve, the Home Heating Oil Reserve, as well as the entire Fossil Energy organization comprised of 1,000 scientists, engineers, technicians and administrative staff. Prior to his appointment as the 11th Assistant Secretary for Fossil Energy, he was a member of the National Research Council’s Committee on America’s Energy Future, and a Member and Chair of the National Academy of Engineering’s Electric Power/Energy Systems Committee. The recipient of several awards, including the Washington Coal Club’s Lifetime Achievement Award, he attended Cornell University and holds a master’s degree and doctorate in mechanical engineering. 
While Dr. Markowsky’s speech will appeal to entrepreneurs and venture capitalists in the energy field; the impact of government energy policy on Ohio and the increasing urgency of alternative sources make this a rare and valuable opportunity for all members of the local and student communities. Newly adopted state energy portfolios mandate higher percentages of alternative energy sources, opening up chances for local business growth and job opportunities for the Athens area. 
The event’s sponsor, TechGROWTH Ohio, accelerates commercialization for technology-based businesses in the southeast-Ohio region by connecting entrepreneurs and early-stage, technologically-innovative companies with valuable tools for growth and sources of capital. John Glazer, Director of TechGROWTH Ohio, describes the Advanced Energy event as the “perfect blend of local opportunities with national priorities.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This premier two day Advanced Energy seminar costs $50 and will be held at Ohio University’s Margaret M. Walter Hall on October 18th and 19th. To register for the event, visit www.techgrowthohio.com or contact Phyllis Bohning at 740-597-3088. 
